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New Board strengthens arboretum future

A Board was appointed in December, with assistance of the Southern Grampians Shire, for the Friends of the
Peter Francis Points Arboretum.

The new Board comprises of Gill Fry, Shelley Lipscombe, Anthony Watt, Margaret Rutter, John Fenton,
Gabrielle Baudinette, Allan Moss and Councillor Howard Templeton. Gill Fry is the Chairman, Anthony Watt is
the Deputy Chair and Gabrielle Baudinette is the Treasurer. Overleaf we introduce our new Board to you.

The Points Arboretum at Col eraine covers 37ha and h:

including many rare and endangered species. It is a valuable asset and a growing tourist destination.

The Friends Group of volunteers has dedicated their time to the Arboretum over the last 20 years. Gill Fry,
Chairman of the Board, acknowledges the previous work of the Friends Group and wants to assure volunteers
that they will continue to play a strong part in advising the Board in the future of the Arboretum.
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Mrs Fry said that for the Points to continue as a viable entity the Board had to look at funding into the future.
Up to date the Points has had generous donations from many sources, especially the Southern Grampians
Shire and Geoff and the late Helen Handbury.
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In the coming 12 months the Board aims to review and implement its Business Plan.

Three new sub committees have been formed; The Arboretum subcommittee, the Training subcommittee and
the Building subcommittee.

The Arboretum subcommittee will develop a management plan for the Arboretum. This includes future activities
and landscape planning. This committee will make
recommendations to the Board.

The training subcommittee will look at future train-
ing opportunities. It is with the future in mind that
we will strengthen our training arm of the business
to generate further income to fund the Arboretum
and its activities. We will also be looking at other
sources of funding for projects.

The building subcommittee will be look at future
accommodation for the organisation. With the new
hospital to be built, the current Eucalyptus
Discovery Centre will be demolished.

The new Board is positive about the future of the
arboretum and training facility as it is a valuable
asset, not only to the Coleraine community, but to
the whole region.

Fig.1 Board members touring the arboretum
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Gill Fry ~ Chairman

Gill resides on a small property at Morgiana with her husband, lan, and her three teenage boys. She holds a
Degree in Agricultural Science and a Diploma in Business Management. Together with lan, she owns
Glacier Ridge Redgum, which makes redgum furniture, and runs a consultancy, specialising in facilitation,
communication and community engagement in natural resource management and sustainable agriculture.

Anthony Watt ~ Deputy Chairman

Anthony with his wife Michele run a grazing property at Gringegalgona. The enterprise is based around 80%
from super fine wool and the remaining 20% from cattle and prime lambs. Anthony and Michele like to travel
visiting their 4 children in various parts of Australia & Scotland. Anthony facilitates road side management
for the CFA on a part-time basis in the South West Area of Victoria.

Gabrielle Baudinette ~ Treasurer

Gabrielle is married to Quentin and has two children, Anthony (11) and Emily (9). She has a Bachelor of
Commerce with majors in Accounting and Finance and is currently undertaking studies for Certified
Practising Accountant (CPA). She works at WHK Financial Planning in Hamilton, writing financial plans for
clients and assisting with their implementation. Gabrielle & Quentin were both born in Coleraine and are
passionate about their local community and anything that assists in enhancing the Coleraine district.

John Fenton

Johnso6 family have |ived close to Coleraine and di
were full time graziers for 50 years. They have won many awards, including; Australian Forest Growers
National Tree Farmer Award,1994; Dr of Architecture (Landscape Architecture) (honoris causa), RMIT
University,1997; Land and Water Australia/Federal Community Fellowship, 2002; Australian Centenary
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Shelley Lipscombe

Shelley has a 550 acre beef and sheep property at Henty. She has two sons, Damien and Jason. Shelley is
passionate about Landcare and works for the Glenelg Hopkins CMA as the Regional Landcare Co-ordinator.
She has a long relationship with the Points, working as a volunteer. In her limited spare time, Shelley likes to
visit her family in Western Australia.

Alan Moss

Alan came to Coleraine over ten years ago with his family and ran the National Hotel for many years. His
background was in banking where he spent over 32 years in the diverse areas of rural and commercial
lending, holding many Senior Management positions. He currently has the title of Human Resources Officer
at Vickery Bros, which encompasses Occupational Health and Safety. Alan was a keen sportsman, playing
tennis and football into his late forties.

Margaret Rutter

Margaret lives on a 12ha property at Wannon. She holds a Bachelor of Arts and Diploma of Education, and
taught for many years at Hamilton High School/Baimbridge College. She is a graded journalist, and has
management experience in many community organisations. She currently works part-time which allows her
to pursue interests in farming, native plants, crafts and giving time to community affairs. Margaret also serves
on both the arboretum and training sub-committees.

Howard Templeton

Howard resides at Tahara Bridge with his wife Nanette. Their three children are grown up and left home.
Howard is a farmer with a keen interest in landcare and has been involved in a wide range of community
interests. Howard has had an interest in the Points Arboretum since his early twenties. He is a former Mayor
and current Councillor of the Southern Grampians Shire.
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