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Arboretum volunteers acknowledged

Reviving an old tradition, the arboretumbs commi't
at the arboretum for some of our most loyal supporters on Friday December 10. We also presented

four of our volunteers with certificates of appreciation to mark their many years of service to the arbo-

retum.

Agnes Coxon, Hilary Turner and Louise Byrne (pictured below), have all been involved with the arbo-
retum from its beginnings. Their certificates acknowledge over 40 years of dedicated service each.
Before the arboretum was even thought of all three belonged to the Wannon Conservation Society,
which became the original committee of management for the arboretum during its first 10 years.

The next recipient was a volunteer of 10 years st
Initially, Chook came to the Arboretum for only a short periodd he loved it so much he has stayed on

and now gives us two days volunteer work each week. His skills on the mower, slasher and chainsaw

are legendary, and whenever our curator, Ray, takes annual leave Chook cheerfully substitutes for

him. He has even most generously loaned the arboretum his chainsaw, following a disastrous period
recently where all our essential equipment died at around the same time (see next story), so we can
continue normal work operations. We were delighted to present Chook with his certificate in recogni-

tion of all his hard work over the past decade.

We had hoped to include presenting Dr Geoff Handbury with a certificate acknowledging all his gener-
ous financial support to the Arboretum over many years, but he was in Melbourne at the time. We will
present his certificate at a later date.

The beautiful art work on the certificates was donated by local artist Judy Botterill and depicts some of
our lovely indigenous plants.

Agnes Coxon, Hilary turner
and Louise Byrne proudly
display their certificates of
appreciation.

Over the page arboretum
curator Ray Clay thanks
Chook for all his hard work
over the past 10 years.

All four recipients with their
certificates.
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Disaster strikes our equipment

In just one unlucky day our capacity to reduce our fire load at the arboretum was compromised when first the tractor
that pulls our slasher died, followed by the motor of the ride-on mower blowing up. This disaster was rapidly followed
by the old chain saw also dying. We are currently getting quotes on repairing, the tractor and replacing the mower.
We have also begun an equipment replacement fund and have quarantined over $1,000 to be directed towards new
equipment . We would be enormously grateful for any financial assistance you can give us. Anyone who would like to
help with our fundraising should indicate with their payment that the donation is for the equipment.

Lookout platform for arboretum

Following the Black Saturday fires in February 2009, which came frighteningly close to the Coleraine township the
community voted to spend some of the Bushfire Recovery Funds building a commemorative lookout platform at the
arboretum where the area that was burnt can be viewed. The platform will be constructed of powdered metal, allows
for disabled access and should be in place by February 7 2011in time for or the second anniversary of the fires.

Up-date on seeds project

Thanks to everyone who donated seed to us following the request in our last newsletter. We were delighted to be
given seed from Eucalyptus arenacea and Eucalyptus saxatalis. Sadly, the seed we were given from Eucalyptus
saxatalis died so we are still in need of that as well as seed of the remaining 22 Victorian eucalypts not in our collec-
tion.

End of an era

The Eucalyptus Discovery Centred the face of the arboretum in Whyte St Coleraine will move early next year. The
building we are currently housed in has been sold and will be demolished to make way for the new Coleraine Hospi-
tal. Luckily, we are still staying in Whtye St, but will be moving to the old Wannon Shire Council offices some time
before March 2011. The committee has spent several dusty working bees packing our office equipment and hope to
complete the move early in the new year. We are especially grateful to Southern Grampians Shire for undertaking to
shift all the eucalyptus display material for us.

Christmas wishes

Our curator, Ray Clay, and all the committee of management of the Peter Francis Points Arboretum wish everyone a
safe, peaceful and happy Christmas and a wonderful New Year and look forward to sharing the highs and lows of
2011 with you through this newsletter.

And One Last Thing

The Arboretum relies heavily on membership fees and donations from the community, Southern Grampians Shire
Council and Parks Vic to operate and improve the Arboretum. We have Australian Taxation Office Endorsed De-
ductible Gift Recipient status which means that all donations of $2 and over are fully tax deductible. Your assistance
would be greatly appreciated. To ensure you receive an official registered receipt please send your donation direct

to the treasurer at the. arboretumbds post box number

To receive your newsletter by email contact us at The Points




